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Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

Resource  Assessment 

Fisheries  Division 

Regional  Supervisors 
State  Library 
Jim  Jenson,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center, 

P.O.  Box  1184,  Helena,  Montana   59624 
Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  P.O.Box  595,  Helena,  MT  59624 
George  Ochenski,  Government  Affairs  and  Consulting, 

P.O.  Box  689,  Helena,  MT   59624 
Tony  Jewett,  Montana  Wildlife  Fed.,  P.O.Box  1175,  Helena,  MT  59624 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

An  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for  a  land 
exchange  at  Poindexter  Slough  Fishing  Access  Site.  The  exchange 
will  result  in  a  small  increase  in  acreage  at  this  site,  and  will 
consolidate  Department  holdings  for  easier  management. 

The  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  requires  the  items 
considered  within  the  attached  document  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  decision  making  process.  Additionally,  public  review  of  the 
document  and  consideration  of  alternatives  are  essential  in 
compliance.  The  specific  items  required  are  identified  on  the  EA 
checklist  and  addressed  in  comments  of  those  respective  sections. 

This  document  is  available  for  review  at  all  Department 
Regional  Offices,  Helena  Headquarters,  State  Library  and  the 
Environmental  Quality  Council.  Any  questions  on  this  project 
should  be  addressed  to  the  undersigned  by  May  31,  1995.  Written 
comments  should  also  be  directed  to  the  same  individual. 

':  Sincerely, 

Bruce  J.  Rehwinkel 
Fisheries  Division 
MDFW&P 
(406)  444-2432 
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DEPTOITMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  AND  PARKS 
1420  E  6th  Ave,  PO  BOX  200701,  Helena,  MT   59620-0701 

(406)  444-2535 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

Project  Title  POINDEXTER  LAND  EXCHANGE 

Division/Bureau  FISHERIES  DIVISION 


Description  of  Project  THE  DEPARTMENT  PROPOSES  TO  EXCHANGE 
APPROXIMATELY  18  ACRES  OF  ITS  POINDEXTER  SLOUGH  FISHING  ACCESS  SITE 
FOR  28  ACRES  OF  PRIVATE  PROPERTY  ADJACENT  TO  ITS  PRESENT  HOLDING. 
THE  EXCHANGE  IS  INTENDED  TO  CONSOLIDATE  MANAGEMENT.  ADD  LAND  MORE 
PRODUCTIVE  TO  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  AND  YIELD  ADMINISTRATIVE  ACCESS. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


MAJOR 

MODERATE 

MINOR 

NONE 

UNKNOWN 

COMMENTS  ON 

ATTACHED 

PAGES 

1.  Terrestrial  &  aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

X 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
&  distribution 

X 

3.  Geology  &  soil  quality, 
stability  &  moisture 

X 

4.  Vegetation  cover, 
quantity  &  quality 

X 

5.  Aesthetics 

X 

6.  Air  quality 

X 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

X 

8.  Demands  on  environmental 
resources  of  land,  water, 
^air  &  energy 

X 

9.  Historical  & 
archaeological  sites 

X 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


MAJOR 

MODERATE 

MINOR 

NONE 

UNKNOWN 

COMMENTS  ON 
ATTACHED 
PAGES 

1.  Social  structures  & 
mores 

X 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
&  diversity 

X 

3.  Local  &  state  tax 
base  &  tax  revenue 

X 

4.  Agricultural  or 
industrial  production 

X 

5.  Human  health 

X 

6.  Quantity  & 
distribution  of 
community  &  personal 
income 

X 

7.  Access  to  &  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

X 

8.  Quantity  & 
distribution  of 
employment 

X 

9.  Distribution  & 
density  of  population  & 
housing 

X 

10.  Demands  for 
government  services 

X 

11.  Industrial  & 
commercial  activity 

X 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

X 

13.  Locally  adopted 
environmental  plans  & 
goals 

X 

14.  Transportation 
networks  &  traffic 
flows 

X 

15.  Site  Specific 
Modification  System 
wide 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or  which  may  have  overlapping 
jurisdiction  


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  EA  State  Historic  Preservation 

Office 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS   No  EIS  required. 

EA  prepared  by  :  Bruce  J.  Rehvinkel 

Date:    May  7^,    199^ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

A  PARTIAL  EXCHANGE  OF  THE  POINDEXTER  SLOUGH  PROPERTY  NEAR  DILLON 

Prepared  by 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

April  28,  1995 

General  Purpose:  The  1977  Montana  Legislature  enacted  statute  87- 
1-605,  MCA  which  directs  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks  (MDFWP)  to  acquire,  develop  and  operate  a  system  of 
fishing  accesses.  The  legislation  established  an  earmarked  funding 
account  to  ensure  that  this  function  would  be  accomplished.  The 
proposed  exchange  of  18.58  acres  of  the  current  Poindexter  Slough 
property  for  28.473  acres  of  private  land  is  intended  to 
consolidate  the  Department's  ownership  and  simplify  administrative 
access  and  site  management. 

I.     DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION 

A.  Location  of  the  Property 

The  Department  property  proposed  for  this  exchange  is  located 
in  Township  7  South,  Range  9  West,  Sections  26  and  35.  The  private 
property  involved  in  the  exchange  is  located  in  Township  7  South, 
Range  9  West,  Section  26  (Beaverhead  County) .  The  most  commonly 
used  travel  route  is  leave  Dillon  on  Montana  278,  heading  in  a 
southwest  direction.  Proceed  approximately  1.8  miles  to  the  Paul 
Godecke  Ranch.  The  properties  involved  lie  north  of  the  Godecke 
farmstead.  The  parcel  being  offered  by  the  Department  is 
approximately  1/3  mile  north  of  the  Godecke  farmstead.  The  parcel 
Mr.  Godecke  is  offering  lies  north  of  Interstate  15,  adjacent  to 
the  largest  portion  of  the  Poindexter  Slough  Fishing  Access  Site. 
See  Appendix  A  for  the  exact  site  map. 

B.  Need  for  the  Action 

The  total  estimated  fishing  pressure  in  Montana  for  1993  was 
2,3  00,7  63  angler  days.  The  Fishing  Access  Site  program  currently 
has  312  sites  distributed  across  the  state  in  all  major  drainages. 
This  program  is  an  essential  component  of  fisheries  management  in 
Montana  because  a  large  percentage  of  the  angler  use  is  achieved 
through  these  sites. 

Additionally,  the  Fishing  Access  Site  program  grew  quite 
rapidly  during  the  1970' s  and  1980' s.  With  the  rapid  growth  came 
a  considerable  number  of  site  specific  difficulties  that  would 
eventually  need  to  be  corrected.  These  difficulties  include 
changes  in  status  of  railroad  crossings,  boundary  surveys,  improved 
access  routes  and  in  this  case  -  access  for  site  administration. 
Correcting  these  problems  will  eventually  make  the  job  of 
management  easier  and  therefore  less  costly. 
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Poindexter  Slough  Fishing  Access  Site  is  presently  managed  as 
a  destination  public  fishing  site.  The  total  area  of  the  site  is 
398.37  acres.  There  are  about  3  miles  of  Poindexter  Slough 
available  on  this  site.  Additionally,  other  intended  secondary 
uses  of  the  site  include  waterfowl  habitat,  waterfowl  hunting 
opportunity,  whitetail  deer  habitat,  deer  hunting  opportunity, 
upland  bird  habitat,  upland  bird  hunting  opportunity,  fur  bearer 
habitat,  wildlife  viewing  and  trapping  opportunity. 

C.    Scope  of  the  Land  Exchange 

The  Department  parcel  being  offered  to  Mr.  Godecke  contains 
the  following: 

1)  it  has  no  frontage  on  Poindexter  Slough, 

2)  it  offers  very  little  as  wildlife  habitat, 

3)  it  does  not  represent  a  usable  resource  to  hunters, 
and 

4)  it  holds  little  potential  for  future  wildlife  or 
fisheries  development. 

The  Godecke  parcel  being  offered  to  the  Department  contains 
the  following: 

1)  it  has  no  frontage  on  Poindexter  Slough, 

2)  it  offers  additional  wetlands, 

3)  it  offers  additional  surface  waters, 

4)  it  offers  great  potential  for  habitat  developments 
directed  at  waterfowl  and  whitetail  deer, 

5)  it  ensures  administrative  access  to  the  northern  2/3  of 
the  site  that  was  isolated  by  Interstate  15  construction, 

6)  it  offers  a  spring  water  source  that  could  allow  the 
restoration  of  a  rainbow  trout  pond  that  was  lost  after 
Interstate  15  was  constructed  and 

7)  it  offers  the  Department  an  opportunity  to  "block"  its 
holdings  in  a  more  manageable  unit  west  of  the 
Interstate. 

The  addition  of  the  Godecke  property  to  the  Poindexter  Slough 
FAS  will  require  some  minimal  boundary  fence  removal  where  it  is  no 
longer  needed.  Some  minor  new  fence  construction  or  repair  of 
existing  fence  will  be  needed  also. 


The  Department  property  being  exchanged  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Godecke  will  also  reguire  some  additional  fencing  by  the 
Department  that  will  parallel  the  administrative  access  road.  Yet 
to  be  decided  is  whether  gates  will  be  employed  or  cattleguards. 

Providing  livestock  water  to  the  property  that  the  Godecke 's 
would  receive  will  be  from  the  Dillon  canal  through  an  existing 
irrigation  system. 

II.   IMPACTS  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 

Please  review  the  attached  checklist.  This  action  covered  by 
this  Environmental  Assessment  is  limited  to  the  proposed  land 
exchange  and  the  fencing  required  by  the  exchange.  The  impacts  of 
this  action  are  included  in  the  Environmental  Assessment  checklist 
and  the  following  text  addressing  the  impacts. 

A.    Impacts  to  the  Physical  Environment 

1)    Terrestrial  and  Aquatic  Habitats 

If  the  land  exchange  is  completed  as  proposed,  livestock 
use  will  be  initiated  on  the  parcel  now  owned  by  the 
Department.  The  grazing  activity  will  reduce  plant 
residue  on  the  parcel  below  what  exists  there  now  in  the 
ungrazed  state.  However,  the  private  property  offered  in 
^  this  exchange  was  historically  grazed.   Recently,  the 

land  was  not  used.  Mr.  Godecke  informed  the  Department 
that  if  the  exchange  was  unsuccessful,  he  would  be 
requesting  permission  to  trail  livestock  into  his 
isolated  parcel. 

Therefore,  the  impact  of  livestock  is  neutral.  The 
location  of  the  grazing  is  all  that  is  proposed  to  be 
changed . 

The  negative  impacts  of  grazing  on  upland  bird  and 
waterfowl  nest  success  will  be  substantially  less  if  the 
proposed  exchange  is  authorized.  The  property  offered  is 
much  closer  to  wetlands  and  adjacent  property  offers 
better  nesting  cover. 
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2)  Water  Quality 

If  one  assumes  that  at  the  very  least,  livestock  grazing 
will  occur  on  one  of  these  two  properties  (which  ever  is 
privately  owned) ,  it  would  be  less  detrimental  to  water 
quality  if  the  land  exchange  were  completed.  Although 
Poindexter  Slough  itself  is  not  effected,  there  is 
considerably  more  surface  water  area  within  the  Godecke 
property  being  offered  to  the  Department. 

Lands  adjacent  to  spring  creeks  must  be  managed  with 
extreme  sensitivity  of  sediment  contribution  to  surface 
waters.  Spring  creeks  do  not  generally  receive  high 
flows  that  clean  sediment  from  the  channel.  The  ability 
of  a  low  gradient  spring  creek  to  move  sediment  is  quite 
limited.  Therefore,  sound  spring  creek  management  must 
include  preventative  measures  such  as  dense  mats  of 
streamside  vegetation  and  livestock  exclusion  to  ensure 
the  integrity  of  the  aquatic  resource. 

3)  Soil  Stability 

See  above  section  on  Water  Quality. 

4)  Vegetative  Cover 

See  above  section  on  Water  Quality. 

9)    Historical  and  Archeoloqical  Sites 

The  properties  involved  in  this  proposed  exchange  have 
been  surveyed  for  archeological  and  historic  resources. 
Nothing  was  located  on  either  site.  Appendix  B  is  the 
concurrence  letter  from  the  State  Historic  Preservation 
Office,  dated  September  27,  1994. 

6.    Impacts  to  the  Human  Environment 

To  facilitate  the  proposed  exchange,  a  professional  appraisal 
was  made  of  the  properties.  The  properties  were  determined  to 
be  of  equal  value  on  a  per  acre  basis,  with  the  value  of  the 
Godecke  tractr  being  $8,500.00,  and  the  value  of  the 
Department  tract  being  $5,500.00.  The  difference  in  values, 
being  $2,950.00,  would  be  paid  in  cash  by  the  Departmetn  to 
the  Godecke 's  at  the  time  of  closing  and  the  delivery  of 
deeds. 
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III.  Discussion  and  Evaluation  of  Reasonable  Alternatives 

1)  The  "No  Action"  Alternative 

If  the  land  exchange  is  not  completed,  the  following 
situations  are  likely  to  occur: 

-  the  Godecke  property  will  likely  be  grazed, 

-  livestock  grazing  without  added  fencing  will 
contribute  increased  sediment  to  surface  waters, 

-  the  Department's  attempts  to  improve  upland  bird  and 
waterfowl  production  will  be  more  difficult, 

-  the  Department  will  have  to  make  accommodations  for 
trailing  Godecke  livestock  through  the  Poindexter 
Slough  FAS  to  allow  private  landowner  access, 

the  livestock  trailing  through  Department  lands  will 
likely  compromise  other  site  objectives  (bird 
nesting) ,  and 

no  administrative  access  will  be  obtained  by  the 
Department  for  those  lands  held  north  and  west  of 
Interstate  15. 

2)  The  Proposed  Alternative 

The  proposed  land  exchange  will  accomplish  the  following: 

land  control  will  be  consolidated  to  simplify 
management  and  reduce  costs, 

a  more  productive  fish  and  wildlife  property  would 
be  substituted  for  a  less  productive  site, 

the  land  traded  will  fit  well  with  planned 
waterfowl  enhancement  projects, 

-  the  land  traded  fits  well  with  possible  future 
trout  pond  development,  and 

-  the  proposed  exchange  provides  the  Department  with 
a  much  needed  administrative  access. 
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IV.   Environmental  Assessment  Conclusions  Section 

1)  Is  an  EIS  required?      No 

This  review  has  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  impacts 
associated  with  this  project  are  not  significant.  The 
net  result  of  the  proposed  action  is  a  positive 
improvement  the  human  and  physical  environment. 

2)  Describe  the  level  of  Public  Involvement.  H.B.  495 
requirements  of  statewide  advertising  do  not  pertain  to 
acquisitions . 

Legal  Notices  soliciting  local  public  interest  were 
published  in  the  Dillon  Tribune  (May  3  &  17,  1995)  and 
The  Montana  Standard  (May  2  &  14,  1995)  newspapers. 

3)  Duration  of  comment  period? 

Public  comment  will  be  accepted  through  May  31,  1995 

4)  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person 
Responsible  for  Preparing  the  EA  Document. 

Bruce  J.  Rehwinkel 

Assistant  Management  Bureau  Chief 

Fisheries  Division 

Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

1420  East  Sixth  Avenue 

P.O.  Box  200701 

Helena,  MT   59601-0701 

(406)  444-2432 
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1420    East  Sixth  Avenue 

P.O.  Box  200701 

Helena,  Montana    59620-0701 


September  27,   1994 


FISHERIES  DIV 
OEPT.  FISH.  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS 
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Marcel  la  Sherfy 

State  Historical  Preservation  Officer 

State  Historical  Preservation  Society 

1410    8th  Avenue 

Helena,  Montana    59620 

Dear  Marcel  la: 
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F^  E  C  E  2  V  E  D 

OCT  -  4  1994 

DESIGN  &  CONSTRUCTION 
DEPT.  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS 


Attached  are  copies  of  two  cultural  resource  inventory  reports  for  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlifeand  Parks' Poindexter  Slough  FishingAccess  Site.  Two  projects  are  proposed  for  this 
property:  1)  a  land  exchange  and  2)  a  waterfowl  development  project.  Based  on  these 
reports,  the  Department  feels  these  projects  will  have  a  low  likelihood  of  impacting  cultural 
resources. 

Please  provide  your  comments  regarding  the  proposed  projects. 


Sincerely, 


CONCUR 

NO  PROPERTiES  ON  OR  ELIGIBLE 

FOR  NRHP  APPEAR  LIKELY  TO 

EXIST  WITHIN  PROJECT  IMPACT  AREA 


PAUL  VALLE 

Cultural  Resources  Coordinator 
Design  &  Construction  Bureau 
Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
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